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“Emma: The Matchmaker” Returns to 
the Hand Mansion in November 
 
Historic Rock Ford is pleased to once again present 
“Emma: The Matchmaker.” This one-act play, adapted 
by Historic Rock Ford Director Sam Slaymaker from 
the classic novel by Jane Austen, will be presented in 
the theatrically candlelit rooms of the General Edward 
Hand Mansion on November 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 16, 17 and 
18. with performances at 7 PM and 8:30 PM. Tickets 
are $20 and are available at rockford.yapsody.com. 
The performance will run approximately 50 minutes 
with scenes taking place in each of the four parlors on 
the main floor and in the central hallway of the circa 
1794 mansion. The Rock Ford Dancers will be 
participating in this production to enhance period 
music, dance and festivity. This play was first 
performed at Rock Ford to sold-out audiences in 2019 
and was revived in 2021. 
 
Since Cynthia Charles, of Theater of the Seventh 
Sister, was unable to direct the play this year due to 
another theatrical commitment, this year’s production 
will be directed by Rachel Faust, who has portrayed Emma in previous productions. Rachel has recruited a cast of 
regional actors to play the lead roles and is looking forward to bringing Jane Austen’s sparkling humor, wit and rich 
repartee back to Rock Ford. “While performing on stage is always special, there is something truly magical about 
bringing an audience into the historic rooms of the Hand Mansion,” says Rachel.  “By doing so, it is almost as if we are 
able to transport them into the story – back to Regency England.”       

 

There is a rationale for presenting a play based on the work of Jane Austen at Rock Ford. Although it is, of course, set in 
England, “Emma” takes place circa 1800 – Edward Hand’s era. Furthermore, Hand came from an Anglo-Irish 
background and lived in a Georgian country mansion. The life and customs of the English country gentry at the turn of 
the nineteenth century would have felt familiar to him and to his family. 
 
Because “Emma” is a novel of over 400 pages, Slaymaker realized from the outset that it would only be possible to 
present a small part of it. “Fortunately, Austen divided ‘Emma’ into three ‘Volumes’ – a format that allowed us to adapt 
a section of the novel in a way that still enabled us to tell a complete story,” explains  Slaymaker. “I decided to focus on 
the first volume, which tells the story of how Emma chooses to act as a ‘matchmaker’ between her friend Harriet Smith 
and Mr. Elton, the village vicar. Things do not turn out as Emma intends, she learns some lessons and the stage is set for 
the rest of the novel. By focusing on Volume One, we are able to provide our guests with a healthy sampling of some of 
Jane Austen’s great dialogue, humor and sharp wit while foreshadowing things that will happen later in the story. We are 
also able to incorporate some wonderful period music and dancing as part of Emma’s efforts to bring Miss Smith and 
Mr. Elton together.”   
 
Since performances are limited to 15 guests, early reservations are encouraged to avoid disappointment. Please note that 
this production is not handicapped accessible. Guests will be standing during the performance and following the 
characters from room to room on the first floor of the mansion.  

The cast of “Emma” during a recent rehearsal (from left to 
right): Jack Leonard (Mr. Elton), Caitlyn Hughes (Harriet 

Smith), Tom Englert (Mr. Woodhouse), Rachel Faust (Emma 
Woodhouse), and Sam Shea (Mr. Knightley). 
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2022-23 Membership Appeal 

Historic Rock Ford would like to thank the following individuals and organizations who became new members or who 
renewed their memberships from October 1, 2022 to September 1, 2023. The 2023-34 Membership Appeal will begin in  
early October 2023.  

General Edward Hand Society ($10000) 

Anne D. Gardner 
 
Katherine Hand Society ($5000) 
Donald & Elizabeth Steckler 
 
Jasper Yeates Society ($1000) 
Dr. & Mrs. John Bowman 
Jane Eastman 
Thomas G. Englert 
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Gareis 
Edith Z. May 
Carol T. & John F. Pyfer, Jr. 
Ken & Peggy Shaffer 
Samuel & Laura Slaymaker 
Daniel & Ellen Strickler  
 
Edward Shippen Society ($500) 
Gary & Nancy Bennett 
Peter & Millicent Christie 
Robert & Carol Falk 
Dan Gillis 
Hilary Grant 
James K. & Lisa Rae High 
Carrie Nunan Hill 
Orpheus Theatre Co. 
Robert & Patricia Pontz 
Lee & Nancy Sheaf 
Mary Louise Shenk 
Robert & Deborah Smith 
Beverly R. Steinman 
 
George Ross Society ($250) 
Alan & Susan Andersen 
Barbara T. & Michael K. Brown 
John & Barbara Comey 
John & Dolores Gareis 
Thomas Gehr 
Scott & Paulette Goldman 
Dennis & Betty Jo Grimm 
Gary & Debbi Langmuir 
Dana Lewis 
Joel Marc Mumma 
Dr. & Mrs. H. Herbert Poole 
Louise Steinman von Hess Foundation 
Arlene Stewart 
Steve Trapnell 
Dave & Micke Trussell 
Marjorie Walker 
 
Patron ($100) 
Marguerite Adams 
Kathleen Ashworth 
Mary Ellen Bachman 
Ronald & Lori Black 
Dr. & Mrs. William R.A. Boben  
Ellen Brinton 
Mark & Susan Broomell 
Ann M. Carter 
Joseph & Ronna Clark 
Forrest & Kay Collier 
Jim & Darlene Corrigan 
Gayle Despard 
Wendy Dietrich 
Richard & Charlotte Drennen 
Richard & Sylvia Drennen 
Hal & Ellen Eager 
John Frymyer & Cara Boring 
Wendell L. Funk, MD 
Lisa Garner 
Marjorie Gerhardt 
Douglas & Gail Gibson 
Joseph & Elizabeth Gibson 
 

Patron (Cont.) 
John & Barbara Graeter 
Beth & Vernon Gunnion 
Lisa Haldy 
Rev. & Mrs. Harold L. Hand, Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs. David Hartmann 
Chris Hausner 
Robert Hershey 
James & Alace Humphreville 
Mark & Glenda Jardel 
Frank & Nancy Koch 
James & Stephanie Landis  
Richard & Lynda Levengood 
John & Karen Lyter 
Mildred McQueen 
Russell & Lisa Mullen 
Rachel Myers 
Holcomb & Florence Nixon 
Dave & Kathy Parse 
Sally Patterson 
Mrs. Henry R. Raab 
Eric & Frances Rebert 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Roschel 
Jay N. Schroeder III 
Ellen Simpson 
John & Mary Stefan 
John & Bobbie Streeter 
Kent Strickler & Rosemary Coverly 
Ken & Deb Strubel 
Alice Tennies 
Kathryn Thomas 
Timothy & Cynthia Trussell 
Keith & Kris Tussing 
Douglas & Linda Weidman 
Thomas Wentz & James Whalen 
Kerry K. Wetterstrom & Tanya E. Kevorkian 
Nikitas J. Zervanos, MD 
 
Business/Photographer ($100) 
Kate Aldrich Photography  
Megan Butt Photography 
Beth Cardwell Photography 
Connolly Accounting Solutions 
Melissa Engle Photography 
Eye Journey Photographic Art 
Lauren Fisher Photography 
Fox’s Photography 
Bethany Green Photography 
Nicola Herring Photography 
JJs Photography 
Erin Keough Photography  
Jessica Lupold 
Jessica Mae Photography 
Leslie Ann Photography  
Kate McCord Photography 
Kendra McCoury Photography 
Katie MacDonald Photography 
Rittenhouse Filmworks 
Annie Sharp Photography 
Ashley Silva Photography, LLC 
Amanda Souders Photography 
Tanya Stewart Photography 
Crystal Wenger Photography 

Family ($75)  
Stephan & Nancy Aronson 
Jen Arsenault 
Richard & Janet Bailey 
Susan M. Baker 
Steve Baule  
Tonianne Bertel 
Thomas Bowen, Jr. 
Tim and Jen Buch 
Louis & Mildred Caccamo 
Whitney Dover 
Gene Duncan 
Bill & Judy Geil 
Edward John Hand 
Steven & Mary Harris 
JoAnn Kerst 
Penny Kulp 
Christy Levy 
Sheila Martin 
Charles H. Maser & Jon L. Johnson 
Sam Mecum & Debbie Frantz 
Elizabeth Miller  
Joseph & Linda Myers 
Robert & Lori Pennington 
Ron & Judy Peters 
Roger & Mary Peterson 
Mark & Michelle Pieters 
William & Joanne Quain 
Karl & Betty Salmon 
Lauren Simon 
Judy Smith 
Patrick & Marcia Stoltz 
Wayne Strasbaugh 
Phil & Beth Wade 
Leonard & Mary Cae Williams 
Craig Wisherd 
Steven Wydra 
 
Individual ($50) 
Mary Ann Aichele 
Ken Beard 
C. John Bryer 
Dr. S. Kendrick Eshleman, III 
Eileen Ferguson 
Larry Greenawalt 
Edgar Grove 
Rochelle Gunzenhauser 
Pamela Haver 
William Henry 
Debbie Houck 
Margaret Jenne 
Lisa Landis-Blowers 
Barbara Lane 
Carol MacAllister 
Susan Marshall 
Barbara Mobarak 
Eric Munro 
Bonnie Nolt 
Dorothy Pesarchik 
David Price 
Timothy A. Raezer 
Jennifer Redmann 
Ronald Ritter 
Mrs. Edward B. Rogers 
Elsye Rogers 
Christopher Scott 
Margaret Tassia 
Nancy Wiker 
Rebecca Williams 
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New Addition to Our Collection 
 

Historic Rock Ford would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
McMullin for their recent extraordinary gift to our collection. 
Now on display in the Hand Mansion, this splendid spinning 
wheel is stamped “S. Humes, 1791.” Of note, Samuel Humes 
(1754-1836) was listed as a “Spinning Wheel Maker” under 
“Trades & Occupation” on the Lancaster Borough tax list of 
1797.  
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Historic Rock Ford acknowledges and thanks our 2023 Season Sponsors for their generous support:  
 

Lead Sponsor: Carrie Nunan Hill 

Sponsors: Mr. Thomas G. Englert, John F. Pyfer, Jr. and Carol T. Pyfer, and Daniel B. Strickler, Jr. & Ellen B. Strickler 

Supporting Sponsors:  Thomas A. & Georgina T. Russo Family Fund, Fulton Bank and Fulton Financial Advisors,  

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, and H&H Group 

 

 

Historic Rock Ford, an Educational Improvement Organization, sincerely thanks Clark Associates Charitable Foundation,  

Fulton Forward , UGI and John and Susan Garofola for their generous support of our school programming.  

To view the expanded digital version of our newsletter, please visit the “In the News” section of our new website. Due 
to the space limitations of the print edition, our digital newsletter often contains additional articles and photos.  

Rock Ford Members Enjoy Field Trip to Historic Estates  
On Saturday, August 19, with spectacular weather to complement the 
journey, a group of Rock Ford members enjoyed a day-long outing to 
three estates in Fairmount Park in Philadelphia. The group travelled by 
motorcoach, with the first stop being Stenton, the circa 1730 country 
home of James Logan, who was a Colonial Mayor of Philadelphia and 
Chief Justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. After a delicious 
boxed lunch, the group toured the circa 1756 Woodford Mansion, built 
for William Coleman, a prestigious merchant who was a friend of 
Benjamin Franklin, followed by a visit to the circa 1789 Strawberry 
Mansion, built by Judge William Lewis, friend of George Washington, 
Alexander Hamilton and Benjamin Franklin.   
Another members only field trip is being planned for 2024. Look for 
details in the Summer 2024 newsletter! 


