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Building Relationships at Historic Rock Ford 
 

In late March and early April, as Historic Rock Ford was 
preparing to open for its 2023 season, a very special blending of 
past and future, of youth and age, was taking place on the ancient 
grounds of the estate.  In a collaborative effort between Lancaster 
City not-for-profit neighbors, the Rock Ford Foundation and 
Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology, up to 20 Stevens 
students re-constructed a long collapsed stone farm wall near the 
barn and re-laid a buckling brick walk leading up to the main 
entrance of the General Edward Hand Mansion. 
 

“We were extremely impressed by the caliber of work provided 
by the Stevens students and by how much they were able to 
accomplish in just a couple of weeks” says Sam Slaymaker, 
Executive Director of Historic Rock Ford.  “These projects had 
been on our ‘to do list’ for years, but the estimated costs of 
having this work done by commercial contractors were 
prohibitive. Our Board President and Head of School Programs, 
Debbie Smith, had collaborated with Stevens College in an EITC 
program on brick making and house construction in the 18th 
century. Our collaboration with Stevens on the stone wall and 
brick walk projects was a natural outgrowth of this relationship. 
This was a great project for both of our institutions in that Rock 
Ford was able to accomplish these much-needed masonry and 
brick projects while Stevens’ students were able to hone their 
skills and use their 21st century equipment in an 18th century 
setting while making lasting improvements to a Lancaster 
landmark. A grant from the High Foundation provided for 
expenses and for the purchase of supplies, so we are also deeply 
grateful to High for making all this possible.”              
 

Mike Gardner, the Chief Masonry Construction Technology 
Instructor at Stevens, explained that the project was of great 
value to his students as well by giving them real-world 
experience: “When you get out on a live wall, that really helps 
the kids see all the things we’ve talked about [in the classroom].”  
The students of Mitch Kauffman, Civil Engineering Construction 
Technology Instructor, re-laid the brick walk: “The kids figured 
out that the bricks from that period, because they are older, are 
very irregular [shaped] as opposed to a modern paver. It made it 
quite challenging to try to lay the brick straight and even.” 
 

In sum, this collaborative construction project was a success for 
both Stevens and Rock Ford.  

TSCT students work on removing and 
restacking stones during the reconstruction of 
the stone wall in front of the Rock Ford Barn. 

After tamping down the gravel substrate and a 
layer of dirt, students begin relaying brick  

using guides to keep the bricks evenly spaced 
and straight. 
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2022-23 Membership Appeal 

Historic Rock Ford would like to thank the following individuals and organizations who became new members or 
who renewed their memberships from October 1, 2022 to May 15, 2023. This list will be updated in future 
newsletters.  

General Edward Hand Society ($10000) 
Anne D. Gardner 
 

Katherine Hand Society ($5000) 
Donald & Elizabeth Steckler  
 

Jasper Yeates Society ($1000) 
Dr. & Mrs. John Bowman 
Jane Eastman 
Thomas G. Englert 
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Gareis 
Edith Z. May 
Carol T. & John F. Pyfer, Jr. 
Ken & Peggy Shaffer 
Samuel & Laura Slaymaker 
Daniel & Ellen Strickler 
 

Edward Shippen Society ($500) 
Gary & Nancy Bennett 
Peter & Millicent Christie 
Robert & Carol Falk 
Dan Gillis 
Hilary Grant 
James K. & Lisa Rae High 
Carrie Nunan Hill 
Orpheus Theatre Co. 
Robert & Patricia Pontz 
Lee & Nancy Sheaf 
Mary Louise Shenk 
Robert & Deborah Smith 
 

George Ross Society ($250) 
Alan & Susan Andersen 
Barbara T. & Michael K. Brown 
John & Dolores Gareis 
Thomas Gehr 
Scott & Paulette Goldman 
Dennis & Betty Jo Grimm 
Gary & Debbi Langmuir 
Dana Lewis 
Joel Marc Mumma 
Dr. & Mrs. H. Herbert Poole 
Louise Steinman von Hess Foundation 
Arlene Stewart 
Steve Trapnell 
Dave & Micke Trussell 
Marjorie Walker 
 

Patron ($100) 
Marguerite Adams 
Kathleen Ashworth 
Mary Ellen Bachman 
Ronald & Lori Black 
Ellen Brinton 
Mark & Susan Broomell 
Ann M. Carter 
Joseph & Ronna Clark 
Forrest & Kay Collier 
Jim & Darlene Corrigan 
Gayle Despard 
Wendy Dietrich 
Richard & Charlotte Drennen 
Richard & Sylvia Drennen 
Hal & Ellen Eager 
John Frymyer & Cara Boring 
 

Patron (Cont.) 
Wendell L. Funk, MD 
Lisa Garner 
Marjorie Gerhardt 
Douglas & Gail Gibson 
Joseph & Elizabeth Gibson 
John & Barbara Graeter 
Beth & Vernon Gunnion 
Lisa Haldy 
Rev. & Mrs. Harold L. Hand, Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs. David Hartmann 
Chris Hausner 
Robert Hershey 
James & Alace Humphreville 
Mark & Glenda Jardel 
Frank & Nancy Koch 
James & Stephanie Landis  
Richard & Lynda Levengood 
John & Karen Lyter 
Mildred McQueen 
Russell & Lisa Mullen 
Holcomb & Florence Nixon 
Dave & Kathy Parse 
Sally Patterson 
Mrs. Henry R. Raab 
Eric & Frances Rebert 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Roschel 
Jay N. Schroeder III 
Ellen Simpson 
John & Mary Stefan 
John & Bobbie Streeter 
Kent Strickler & Rosemary Coverly 
Ken & Deb Strubel 
Kathryn Thomas 
Timothy & Cynthia Trussell 
Douglas & Linda Weidman 
Thomas Wentz & James Whalen 
Nikitas J. Zervanos, MD  
 

Business/Photographer ($100) 
Kate Aldrich Photography  
Beth Cardwell Photography 
Connolly Accounting Solutions 
Melissa Engle Photography 
Lauren Fisher Photography 
Fox’s Photography 
Bethany Green Photography 
JJs Photography 
Erin Keough Photography  
Jessica Lupold 
Leslie Ann Photography  
Kate McCord Photography 
Katie MacDonald Photography 
Annie Sharp Photography 
Ashley Silva Photography, LLC 
Amanda Souders Photography 
Tanya Stewart Photography 
Crystal Wenger Photography 
 
Family ($75)  
Stephan & Nancy Aronson 
Jen Arsenault 
Susan M. Baker 
Thomas Bowen, Jr. 
Louis & Mildred Caccamo 
 

Family (Cont.) 
Whitney Dover 
Gene Duncan 
Bill & Judy Geil 
Edward John Hand 
JoAnn Kerst 
Penny Kulp 
Christy Levy 
Sheila Martin 
Elizabeth Miller  
Joseph & Linda Myers 
Ron & Judy Peters 
Roger & Mary Peterson 
Mark & Michelle Pieters 
William & Joanne Quain 
Karl & Betty Salmon 
Judy Smith 
Wayne Strasbaugh 
Phil & Beth Wade 
Leonard & Mary Cae Williams 
Craig Wisherd 
Steven Wydra 
 
Individual ($50) 
Mary Ann Aichele 
Ken Beard 
C. John Bryer 
Dr. S. Kendrick Eshleman, III 
Eileen Ferguson 
Larry Greenawalt 
Edgar Grove 
Rochelle Gunzenhauser 
Pamela Haver 
William Henry 
Margaret Jenne 
Lisa Landis-Blowers 
Barbara Lane 
Carol MacAllister 
Susan Marshall 
Barbara Mobarak 
Eric Munro 
Bonnie Nolt 
Dorothy Pesarchik 
David Price 
Timothy A. Raezer 
Jennifer Redmann 
Ronald Ritter 
Mrs. Edward B. Rogers 
Elsye Rogers 
Christopher Scott 
Margaret Tassia 
Nancy Wiker 
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Rock Ford Board of Trustees Transitions 
 
The Rock Ford Board of Trustees is deeply grateful to John Frymyer for his dedicated contribution to the Board, and 
wishes him well as he steps away from his second round of service. During his previous tenure on the board, John held 
the offices of both Vice President and President.  He remains an enthusiastic member of the Warm Hearth Committee – 
maybe you’ll see him in the kitchen on your next tour! 
 
As we thank John for his service on the Board, we also welcome four new members to the Board of Trustees. Please 
welcome and learn about new members Tom Englert, Tom Gehr, Eric Munro, and Stu Van Ormer. 
 

Tom Englert is a man who needs little introduction to the Rock Ford membership. He has been a 
friend, guide, trustee, and benefactor for decades and has contributed to Rock Ford’s growth over 
those many years. Tom is a steadfast advocate for our organization and never misses a chance to 
promote Rock Ford within our community and beyond. Whether he is leading visitors through 
Lancaster on a Walking Tour, guiding at Rock Ford or at James Buchanan’s Wheatland, Tom shows 
his deep love of history – particularly the history of Lancaster. 

Tom Gehr was a teacher at Lampeter-Strasburg School District for 35 years, which included 5 years 
teaching in Amish one-room schoolhouses. He and his late wife, Cindy, were always interested in 
history and bought an 11-acre, 1767 stone farmhouse in southern Lancaster County. Tom spent 
summers learning masonry and many other skills while restoring the property back to its former 
glory. It was featured in “Early American Life” in 2013! Tom began volunteering at Rock Ford as a 
docent in 2002 after responding to a newspaper article recruiting new house guides. He has 
volunteered innumerable hours over 20 years. Tom hopes that his service on the Board of Trustees 
will be beneficial to the group, the visitors to Historic Rock Ford, and to the community at large. 

Stu Van Ormer is the founder and owner of Grant Street Woodworking Company in Lancaster. He 
and his employees build boardrooms, offices, hotel lobbies, museum exhibits and enormous grand 
clocks, like the Donor Clock in the Snyder Gallery. He has a plethora of interests and experience – 
from astronomy to beekeeping and much, much more. Stu works well with people of all ages. His 
wide range of experience and his approach to solving problems make him a welcome addition to the 
Rock Ford Board. 

Eric Munro works at Wohlsen Construction and was the last site manager on the Snyder Gallery 
construction project. He is a Lancaster County native who became interested in construction in his 
early teens and earned a construction management degree from Philadelphia University. Eric’s 
hobbies include participating in local recreational sports leagues and enjoying mountain biking, 
skiing, kayaking and travel. Eric will be working with the Building and Grounds Committee and is 
excited to continue the relationship between Rock Ford and Wohlsen that began in the 1950s. 
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Historic Rock Ford acknowledges and thanks our 2023 Season Sponsors for their generous support:  
 

Lead Sponsor: Carrie Nunan Hill 
 

Sponsors: Mr. Thomas G. Englert, John F. Pyfer, Jr. and Carol T. Pyfer, and  

Daniel B. Strickler, Jr. & Ellen B. Strickler 
 

Supporting Sponsors:  Thomas A. & Georgina T. Russo Family Fund, Fulton Bank and Fulton Financial Advisors,  

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, and H&H Group 

 

 
 

Historic Rock Ford, an Educational Improvement Organization,  

sincerely thanks Clark Associates Charitable Foundation, Fulton Forward , UGI and 
John and Susan Garofola for their generous support of our school programming.  

 
The next time you visit the 

grounds at Historic Rock Ford, 
please take a moment to admire 

and enjoy the beautiful flowers in 
the planters along walkway under 
the overhang of the barn, by the 

tenant house and by the Welcome 
Center to the Snyder Gallery. 

These lovely arrangements were 
designed and planted by Tudbink’s 

Farm, Conestoga, PA.  

 

To view the expanded digital version of our newsletter, please visit HistoricRockFord.org/in-the-news.  

Due to the space limitations of the print edition, our digital newsletter often contains additional articles and photos.  


