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Mark Your Calendar for Rock Ford’s Traditional Yuletide Tours

Rock Ford’s traditional Yuletide tours provide a remedy for the post-Christmas
blues by offering a journey back in time to when Christmas Day was only the
beginning of the season. Candlelight, festive music, dancing, and holiday greenery
will set the scene for an 18" Century Yuletide at Rock Ford during the week
between Christmas and New Year’s Day.

During the period when General Edward Hand and his family lived at Rock Ford,
Christmas Day was only the beginning of a festive season of 12 days of parties,
dinners and dances. Visitors to Rock Ford’s Yuletide tours will learn about 18th
Century traditions, enjoy watching period dancing by Rock Ford’s volunteer dance
group, listen to beautiful traditional holiday music played on the harp and
hammered dulcimer by the musical group Seasons as well as watch cooking
demonstrations in the mansion’s kitchen by members of our Warm Hearth
Committee. Volunteers in period dress will be stationed in various rooms of the
mansion offering insight into Yuletide traditions.

Yuletide Candlelight tours are December 26 and 27 from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
Daylight tours are December 28 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Admission is payable
at the door ($10 adults; $8 seniors 65+ and youth ages 6-17, free for children 5 and
under). If guests wish to purchase tickets in advance, please visit

rockford.yapsody.com.

Upcoming Special Events

December:

7: Children’s Event: Colonial
Christmas, 2:00 pm in the Barn

26: Yuletide Candlelight Tours,
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

27: Yuletide Candlelight Tours,
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

28: Yuletide Daylight Tours,
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

February:
9: Children’s Event: George

Washington’s Birthday Party
2:00 pm (Snow date: February 22)
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Photos from Rock Ford’s 2018 Yuletide tours: Citrus fruits, such as this orange tree on display in the dining room, would

have been a precious food commodity in the 18th century and would have been used decoratively on only the most
elegant of special occasions (left), and period garbed Rock Ford volunteers pose in the Gold Parlor during daylight

Yuletide tours (right).

Rock Ford acknowledges and thanks our 2019 Season Sponsors for their generous support:

Lead Sponsors: Thomas G. Englert and The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission

Supporting Sponsor: Rhoads Energy



Membership Appeal.

Katherine Hand Society ($5000)
Sarah H. Slaymaker
Dorothy M. Smith

Jasper Yeates Society ($1000)
David & Linda Schwanger
Sam & Laura Slaymaker

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Steckler

Edward Shippen Society ($500)
Peter & Millicent Christie

Jane Eastman

John & Dolores Gareis

S. Dale & Sadie High

Lindsley Development Consulting
Edith May

Beverly Steinman

John & Pamela Stoner

Donald Walters

George Ross Society ($250)
Alan & Susan Andersen
Kenneth Berkenstock
Barbara & Michael Brown
George Beech & Jill Edwards
John & Dolores Gareis
Hilary Grant

Dennis & Betty Jo Grimm
Stephen & Shelly Gunzenhauser
Caroline Nunan Hill

J. Gary & Deborah Langmuir
Dave & Kathy Parse

Robert & Patricia Pontz

Mrs. Henry R. Raab

Robert & Deborah Smith

Patron ($100)

Kathleen B. Ashworth
Mary Ellen Bachman

Dr. and Mrs. William R.A. Boben
John & Joanne Bowman
Joseph T. Breneman II
Mark & Susan Broomell

C. John Bryer

Mary Burton & Laurent Horne
Louis & Millie Caccamo
Mr. & Mrs. Forrest Collier
Carolyn Cook

Ray & Carol Dennis

Gayle Despard

Hal & Ellen Eager

Robert & Carol Falk

John Frymyer

Lisa Garner

Thomas & Cynthia Gehr
Marjorie Gerhardt

Douglas & Gail Gibson
Joseph Chester Gibson, 111
Dan and Barbara Gillis
Robert Groff

James & Lisa High

Horst Insurance

Mark & Glenda Jardel

R. Bruce & Kristen Jenkins
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2018-19 Membership Appeal—Final Update

Rock Ford would like to thank the following individuals and organizations who became new members or who renewed
their memberships from November 1, 2018 to November 1, 2019. Our Spring 2020 newsletter will contain the 2019-20

Patron (cont.)

Jon L. Johnson & Charles H. Maser
William & Sharon Kennedy
Frank & Nancy Koch
Michael & Barbara Kuntz
James & Stephanie Landis
Dr. and Mrs. C. Darrell Lane
Tyler & Kate Lowry

John & Karen Lyter

George Mann

Mildred McQueen

Russell & Lisa Mullen

Joel Mumma

Mr. and Mrs. Holcomb R. Nixon
Bonnie Nolt

Ron & Judy Peters

Mark & Michelle Pieters
Joanne and H. Herbert Poole, Jr.
David Price

Carol T. & John F. Pyfer, Jr.
William & Joanne Quain
Eric & Frances Rebert

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Roschel
Leo & Mary Shelley

Tom & Delight Snyder

Kent & Patricia Spotts
Robert Stanley, Sr.

John & Mary Stefan
Kathryn Thomas

Steve Trapnell

Timothy & Cynthia Trussell
Willem & Thea van Huystee
Charles & Marjorie Walker
Shannon Walker

Linda Weidman

Katherine Wood-Jacobs
Nikitas & Diana Zervanos

Business/Photographer ($85)
Beauté Photography

Sally Belle Photography
Sarah Brookhart Photography, LLC
Beth Cardwell Photography
Elliebelly Photography, LLC
Eye Journey Photographic Art
Lauren Fisher Photography
Leslie Ann Photography
Lindsey Ford Photography
Cindy Frey Photography
Nicola Herring Photography
Elina Hope Photography
Mary Hunt Photography

JJS Photography

Jessica Lupold

Mallory McClure Photography
Katie McDonald Photography
Orange Slice Photography
Stacy Parmarter Photography
Portrait Stories, LLC

Shelah Riley Photography
Annie Sharp Photography
Keri Shean Photography
Tanya Stewart Photography
Studio 841

Tin Star Moments, LLC

Family ($75)

Robert & Mary Anne Aichele
April Bartley

Sharon Bistline

Stephen Bradney

Michael & Ann Carter
Rosemary Coverly

Corey Craver

Richard & Charlotte Drennen
Richard & Sylvia Drennen
William & Judith Geil

John & Barbara Graeter
Valerie Hilsher

Erin Hubbard

James & Alace Humphreville
Timothy & Brenda Kauffman
George & Jessica May

Christian & Gladys McMurtrie

Don & Susan Mellinger
Patricia O’Brien

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur D. Old
Benjamin Parry

Roger & Mary Peterson
Karl & Betty Salmon
Philip & Luann Scribani
Dave & Lesley Schmidt
Ken & Peggy Shaffer
Ashley Spangenburg
John & Bobbie Streeter

Carol Thompson & Fred Kinsey

Phil & Beth Wade
Ronald & Beverly Walton

Thomas Wentz, III & James Whalen

Barbara Winn
Brian & Beth Zimmerman

Individual ($50)
Marguerite S.V. Adams
Sarah Alberico

Donna Arment

Jeannette Arment

Mary Ellen Bachman
Thomas D. Bowen, Jr.
Mrs. D. Weston Darby, Jr.
Barbara Douglas

Thomas Englert

S. Kendrick Eshleman, III, M.D.

Kathleen Froelich
Andree Goldman
Larry Greenawalt
Lisa Haldy
Edward John Hand
Vicky Hand
Moirajeanne FitzGerald
Robert Hershey
Margaret Jenne
Bonnie Johnson
JoAnn Kerst

Jesse Knaub
Meagen Lebo
Virginia Mullin
Linda Myers

Sally Patterson
Dorothy Pesarchik
Timothy Raezer
Ronald Ritter
Patti Rottmund
Robin Sarratt

Individual (cont.)
Frederick Schroeder
Jay N. Schroeder, 11T
Charles Shaw

Mary Louise Shenk
Ellen Simpson
William Snyder

Dr. Samuel Stayer
Margaret Tassia
Ann Taylor

Keith Tussing
Darlene Walker
Nancy Wiker
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Capital Campaign Update

Since its public launch last May, Rock Ford’s capital campaign in support the establishment of the John J.
Snyder, Jr. Gallery of Early Lancaster County Decorative Arts has made great strides. As of November 14,
2019, we are pleased to report that, thanks to our generous supporters, the campaign has raised over $1.5
million dollars in gifts and pledges putting us well on our way towards our total goal of $2 million dollars. In
2019, donor recognition events were hosted at Rock Ford as well as at the homes of John and Carol Pyfer and
Paul and Judy Ware. We are so grateful for the many volunteers who have devoted countless hours toward this
special project. A magnificent Donor Recognition Clock, commissioned to be produced by Lancaster artists
and designers Catesby Gilbert, Stu VanOrmer and Alan Swanson, will serve to highlight the names of
campaign donors while being a work of art in its own right. An update on the campaign will be provided at the
Annual Membership Meeting on December 5.

For information about how you can become a part of this exciting and transformative project, please contact
Sam Slaymaker at 717-392-7223 or at director@rockfordplantation.org.

10-23.2019

Views of the construction progress: Looking from the new addition on the rear of the barn into the gallery
space (left) and the granary wall in the addition (right).

Give the Gift of Membership this Holiday Season!

Membership in the Rock Ford Foundation makes
the perfect holiday gift for the history enthusiast in
your life. Our levels begin at $50 for an individual
membership. All memberships include unlimited
free admission to Rock Ford during regular
museum hours; invitations to special membership
activities, including educational programs, lectures
and social events; receipt of our Newsletter; and
10% discount on all items in our museum shop.
With the anticipation building over the opening of
the John J. Snyder, Jr. Gallery, now is the perfect
time to give the gift of membership. For details,
please visit rockfordplantation.org/membership.
Use the convenient Paypal link to make giving the
gift of membership even easier.
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“The Matchmaker” Performs to Sold-Out Audiences

Rock Ford’s debut production of =
“The Matchmaker: A Tale ¢ _

Drawn from ‘Emma’ by Jane
Austen” received an enthusiastic
response from guests. All show
times for the production were
sold prior to the start of the
second week of performances.
The production was presented by
Rock Ford in collaboration with
Theater of the Seventh Sister and
featured 14 total performances.

Pictured in the photo (from left

to right) are Jessa Crasner as Harriet Smith, Tyler Rossi as Mr. Elton, Rachel
Faust as Emma Woodhouse, Thomas G. Englert (seated) as Mr. Woodhouse and
Sam Shea as Mr. Knightley. The cast also included Cynthia Charles as Jane
Austen, who served as the narrator of the story, and members of the Rock Ford
dance group. The candlelit rooms of the Rock Ford mansion played the role of
Emma’s home of Hartfield.



